Dear Jim, 


4/11/75 


Before you get this you will know tiist I have arranged new Tennessee counsel 
for both criminal and civil suits if acceptable all around. I know of him only what 
Jim ^ekhnley says of him and that he did get the novelist acquitted in that famous 
murder case in which he did commit the murder. I recall vaguely that his grandfather 
was governor, ne seems to have the right kind of family ties for that kind of state. 

. " t is Jim ' a idea that we go to see him and find out if we can all work together 
an harmony. 5 

doing into this kept us from going into some areas of fact, in part because he 
was delayed a day getting here. Not because we drank fairly heavily, for we kept 
going tnrough that until we dined together last night. (While it is the first heavy 
drinking i vs done since the press party at Memphis I held up well and have no hang- 
over tcis a.m . ) I think the -dri nkin g helped us relax. ft also helped him be more 
lorxhright and as I expected after Bud's trickery he would like to pin Bui to the 
walx. He understands that everything I have said about Bud is off the record and that 
ii ne does it he does it on his own# 

» , 1 d0 § * know if he realizes it but he is back to the formulation I gave him in 

■^mphis. He seems to be excited about it and I think it is still the best approach. 

«~en he loosened up and relaxed I learned more about the Playboy situation, -ot 
confirmation. of the old attitude toward me and why, and found at that their antipathy 
toward Giuccione ^ p8nthouse is not because he is a business competitor. x t steps 
iron wha, he is, from things like our own experience. 

Jeff s!orisan checked me out with Woodward and Bernstein. Woodward said I was 
either a nuaiance or gave them nothing of value or both. Berstein said I never gave 
em a single bad thing of tried to steer them wrong in any way, was quite heluful. I 
then explained some of my experiences with both of them and the paper, just for his 
knowledge and Norman’s if it is of any interest. (.Norman's decision and strongly 
xavoraDle recommendation was based upon his reading of my work.) He knows the stories 
Woodward W ° uld n °! toucn 811(1 tneir P^of, enough but not all, and he knows it is all 

“ * P !l t 01 a b ° 0iC * What tMs does for is confirm my suspicion of the origin 

of the Bennett connection and its consequences, all already written. 

SUy vho d8d beea eneE J at Playboy was recently fired after being shunted 
ut oi the main office. His formula for the Ray story was from Jim to come back from 
the interview with a coniession- Huie all over again! 

Jim has done some of his own checking on the „tory. He has learned that 3enny 
-dmondson is.bacx in Missouri, has been interviewed by an AS man named Hall and says 
tne whole Hula story about him and Ray is a fiary tale. 

He ^1° JimE y ***■ £ little business on the side in the pen, on speed, 

bUt th8 wordls tbat 116 sold it at the lowest markup. I had known this. 

„ . J?? Probability is that what they will do at Playboy and Playboy press on my JFK 
work wili take some time. He can t control this and probably can't influence. I told 
him that my initial interest is in a commitment so we'll know where we stand and they 

can oe in on the new stuff if they so desire, isle each understand the situation of the 
bureaucracy, Playooy's. 

~ thelase : Tes , out f the “ ess **eir Playing with Lane and Garrison cost them 

P,ayD°y had xo waste aoout $2,400,000! The attitude toward me is that I am too hardnosed. 
^They seem no, to have put these two together, either! ) I told Mm that if there is any 
^terrotin^the oast there they can get my Kinuteman stuff from Finley, ask themselves 

^ at , k ^ d OI 30b + I T ddd / 0r thea at their rec l ua3t back in early 1968 and check the files 
on whetner or not i had aone this for them and whether or not I then alleged I had 

\*° th K0rdeD 31111 tha P4sher/Good combo at Playboy. I added that I 
,hink that material will still make an excellent book today and that I don't want t* do it. 

pn , fh JZ a r ° U f h day t° ds3 ’ becaase 1 never Sob bo even open most of yesterday's mail 
and there will oe tooay a. i m also tired. I did open several letters with "atroiSarea 

SllT^e* ali “ night show 1 111(1 13 good, very good. But the weariness 

““ 11 *• *-** - » 1—t 



